OTAGO SETTLERS ASSOCIATION (OSA) INC
126TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

7.00 pm on Thursday, 18 September 2025
Auditorium, Toitū Otago Settlers Museum


Chairperson: Moira Styles (President) 

Present: Moira Styles (President), Keith Clifford (Treasurer), Pete Smith (Immediate Past President), Susan Schweigman, Phil Dowsett, Anne-Marie Hutton, Austin Gee, Jane Malthus, Beryl Maultby, Deborah Hull-Brown, Daphne Macleod, Ruth Taylor, David Crooke, Nancy Longnecker, Cam McCracken (Director TOSM), Rachel Cooper (Guest Speaker - Audience Development Manager TOSM)

Apologies: Claire Radford, Craig Radford, Jocelyn Harris, Wynston Cooper, Lorraine Cooper, Hilary Allison, Louise Croot, Kevin Gilbert, Lesley Marlow, Chris Marlow

Minute Taker: Jude Johnston 

1. WELCOME 

2. APOLOGIES
Apologies acknowledged but not read out.

3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
Moved: that the Minutes of 19 September 2025 be approved as a true and correct record.											(M Styles/P Smith) CARRIED
4. MATTERS ARISING – Was confirmed for new members that the new Constitution was adopted at the 2024 AGM
5. PRESENTATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT (ATTACHED)
Moira Styles summarised the 126th Annual Report for the year ended 30 June 2025. A correction to the report was noted, the following sentence should have read as the Darcy Christopher Trust “The Otago Settlers Association received $20,800 from the Darcy Alexander Trust, this is a five yearly distribution.”    The Report (attached) was circulated. Moira acknowledged our DCC Representatives and thanked Jude Johnston for her office management and the committee for their hard work and support.

Moved: that the 2025 Presidents Annual Report be adopted															(M Styles/P Dowsett) CARRIED

6. PRESENTATION OF REVIEWED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2023-2024
Keith Clifford, in his 11th AGM, presented the annual financial statement (attached) which have been signed off by the auditors, and noted points as follows: 

· Subscription and investment income are up
· Donations and bequests are down compared to 2024 but this is due to the large bequest received  in that year
· Grants to the Museum have been lower in recent years because there has been no major special project to support. 
· Surplus of $20,873.00 achieved for the 2025 year
· Concluding, Keith thanked our Administrator Jude Johnston for all her hard work, and the Committee for their support.

Moved: that the 2025 Summary Financial Statements be adopted															(K Clifford /Styles) CARRIED

7. DECLARATION OF INTERESTs MADE BY OFFICERS
Under the new legislation the committee is required to report on declaration of interests. There are no conflicts to report. Reported are interests in case a possible conflict arises and in which case the committee member will stand aside from discussion and voting.
Moira Styles – TOSM Board member
Pete Smith – TOSM Board member
Phil Dowsett – TOSM Board member
Susan Schweigman – Tapestry Trust Board member
Ann Barsby – Dunedin Gasworks Museum Trust Board member, Southern Heritage Trust Trustee
Cam McCracken – TOSM Director
Kevin Gilbert– DCC Councillor

8.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The Committee was listed (attached) 


Moira Styles was duly elected as President, unopposed
Keith Clifford was duly elected as Treasurer, unopposed
Pete Smith
Susan Schweigman
Phil Dowsett
Ann Barsby
Anne-Marie Hutton
Chris Marlow

Moved: that the above list are declared as the duly elected Committee. 
									(J  Malthus/N Longnecker) CARRIED 
					
9. TOITŪ OTAGO SETTLERS MUSEUM ANNUAL REPORT (ATTACHED)
Cam McCracken Director of Toitū OSM presented the Toitū Otago Settlers Museum Annual Report (attached) and highlighted key point to the Members:

· The Museum visit numbers decreased by 3.5% compared with the previous year, one factor contributing to this was a reduction in visiting cruise ships. However the annual visitation was still well over the KPI target.
· The Eden in Dunedin exhibition has been a major highlight and the associated book a very good seller. 
· Over the past year, 61 donations comprising a total of 209 items were added to the collection. Key highlights include: a six-string electric slide guitar owned by singer-songwriter and musician Martin Phillips from the iconic Dunedin band The Chills; a selection of 47 music posters from the Phillip’s estate; a large collection of Freemasons items following the closure of the Mosgiel Lodge (many of which will go on display later in 2025); and a sampler worked in Scotland in 1808 by Helen Boyes and brought to Otago by Andrew Boyes on the Mariner in 1849.
· The Museum’s shop continues to perform exceptionally well.
· The Association was thanked for its ongoing support.

10. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND THANKS
	
Moira Styles acknowledged Russell Wall, who stood down from the committee in May, and thanked him for his hard work.

11. GENERAL BUSINESS – no additional business


GUEST SPEAKER - RACHEL COOPER (GUEST SPEAKER - AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT MANAGER TOSM)
Rachel gave an entertaining talk covering her role at Toitu and outlining all the wonderful work the Audience Development Team do. Members enjoyed the many images that accompanied the talk and spotting the faces of those in the team that work regularly with the OSA.
A brief discussion on workshop ideas was also held.


The meeting closed at 7.30 pm.


To be confirmed September 2026


Chair


Moira Styles
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